the  bliss  awaiting  you   there,,  as  apostle   Judas  himself
tells us."
He pointed towards the ceiling,, and after reflecting
for a while, continued in a cold, hard voice:
"Yes, dear brothers and sisters! This life is empty
and trivial, if we do not sacrifice it for the love of our
neighbour whoever he may be. Surrender not your hearts
,to the power of the demons of envy! What is there to envy?
Earthly blessings are mere illusions, they are the play-
things of the devil. We shall all die, rich and poor, kings
and coal miners, bankers and street cleaners. It may be
that in the cool gardens of paradise miners will become
kings, and a king will work with a broom to sweep the
garden paths of fallen leaves and the paper wrappers
from the candies that you will eat every day. Brothers!
What is there to wish for on this earth, in this dark forest
of sin where the soul blunders like a babe? Follow the ways
of love and meekness to paradise, endure in patient silence
everything that falls to your lot. Love your fellow men,
even those that humiliate you. . . /'
He closed his eyes again, and rocking in his chair,
went on:
"Turn a deaf ear to those who excite in your hearts
the sinful feeling of envy by contrasting the poverty of
some with the wealth of others. These people are the en-
voys of the devil, the Lord forbids you to envy your neigh-
bour. The rich too are poor, they are poor in love. Love
the rich man for he is the elect of the Lord! exclaimed
Judas, brother of the Lord, pontiff of the church. Do not
harken to the gospel of equality and other inventions of~
the devil. What is equality here, on this earth? You must
only aspire to equal one another in purity of soul before
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